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soners, killed others, and the rest sought to escape by throw-
ing themselves into the river. All those that were captured
the captain hung to the yard-arms,1 to strike terror into the
survivors; and thus he returned to Culagua, the islanders
remaining astounded and confused at such a spectacle. He
then went back to Cmnand, and, landing all his soldiers,
committed so much cruelty upon the natives, that the poor
people seeing themselves ruined, and almost destroyed,
were constrained to beg for peace.
Diego granted them peace, and when the agreement was
concluded, he made the Indians construct twenty-five straw
huts on the bank of the river, calling it the town of Toledo,
as I have said above. He now determined to inhabit Cuba-
gua, and gave fresh impetus to the pearl fishery. Eight friars
then arrived from San Domenico, they established a monas-
tery at Cumand, another at Amaracapana, and so went
among those Indians teaching them the doctrine of our faith.
They taught the children of some of the chiefs to read and
write, whereat all the Indians were very much pleased, and
shewed themselves very friendly to the Spaniards, letting
them go wherever they chose. So much so, that without
any fear, the Spaniards went as much as three hundred
miles away by land along the coast, seeking for gold, pearls,
and other things.
Whilst these various incidents were occurring at Cum and,
Doctor Bartholomew de Las Casas, a priest, who resided at
San Domenico, hearing of the abundance of pearls that were
fished up at Culagua, of the fertility of that country, also
of the cruelty exercised by the Spaniards on the natives,
went over to Spain, and to the court, where, in conse-
quence of the death of the king Don Ferdinand, the prince
Don Carlos (afterwards named emperor) had succeeded as
1 The reader will probably recollect Theodore De Bry's representation
of this infamous act; an act which indelibly disgraced the early settle-
ment of that fine and capacious port, Cumana. (Trans.)